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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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The request filed on 1/1 1/2010 for a Request for Continuing Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 is acceptable and an RCE has been established. Any previous 
finality is hereby withdrawn and a new action on the merits follows. Any newly- 
submitted claims have been added. An action on the RCE follows. 

The status of the claims is as follows: 

Claims 1-9 are herein addressed below. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , line 1 , it is not readily apparent to the 
Examiner if the applicant is claiming a functional unit or a functional unit in combination 
with a door. Throughout the claims, the applicant clearly and positively recites the door. 
If the applicant intends on claiming the combination then the applicant must clearly and 
positively set forth the door in the preamble (i.e., A functional unit in combination with a 
door of a motor vehicle comprising....) or don't positively set forth the door throughout 
the claims. In claim 8, line 1-2, the claim in it's entirety is not readily understood. Is this 
the same door and motor vehicle that was set forth in claim 1 , line 1 or are their different 
door(s) and vehicle(s). In claim 8, line 2, is this the same function unit? 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

As best understood, claims 1-4 and 8 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Waltz et al. (5,902,004). Waltz et al. (5,902,004) disclose a 
functional unit (3) in combination with a vehicle door (1) comprising a lock assembly (32, 
33, and 6) connected to a motor (38) which drives a window pane (100) between an 
open and closed position within the vehicle door (1), a coupling means (900, 61, and 39, 
see figure 1) to selectively actuate the door lock assembly (32, 33, and 6) via the motor 
(38), and a handle (inside 6, outside 8) connected to the coupling means to engage and 
disengage the lock assembly to a strike plate (111). 

Depending on the applicant's amendments, claims 5-7, and 9 would be allowable 
if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

The applicant's arguments have been considered but are not deemed to be 
persuasive. As stated in the previous office action, the applicant's arguments are more 
limiting than that of the claims. In the applicant's remarks dated 1/1 1/2010, the 
applicant has stated that all of the elements are now positively recited. The Examiner 
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respectively disagrees. The following are suggestions on how to positively recite 
language in claim 1: 

"mechanism configured to couple" to -mechanism is coupled-; 

"mechanism configured to control release" to -mechanism controls release-; 

"actuator configured to raise" to -mechanism raises-;and 

"activatable for coupling together" to -activatable coupling together-. 

These are just examples on how the language of claim 1 can be positively 
recited. If the language is not positively recited, the reference(s) merely have to be 
"capable" of performing that function. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerry Redman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6835. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH from 8 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Mitchell, can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jerry Redman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 

/Jerry Redman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



